Chapter 4--Section 3

at an
Manufactured cloth was almost unattainable here
d upon themselves foT
early day and the settlers hed to depen §o)

naterials with which they could be comfortably clothed.

The dress of the pioneer men consisted of & fur cap,
moccasins, pants and a fringed hunting shirte. The favorite material
of & hunters or rangers suit was deer skin, &s it was best prepared
+o stand the rough usage to which it was sub jected, and many fam-

j1ies from the oldest to the youngest were thus clad. A suit made

of it would last a long time and the styles did not change then as

now creat skill was attained in making the deer skin soft and

pliable as fine cloth. Nearly all the cloth worn in the tamilies

of the early settlers was made at home by the wives and daughterse.

#itting deer skin or homespun dress and close fitting mooc-

made a pretiy costume.

The wool was sheared generally by the boys and girls,

carded spun, dyed and woven at home. The cutting out and the
sewing were done on the family hearth; stout heavy jeans for the
men and 8 lighter article of linsey for the women, Both had cotton
ach family knit their stockings and socks of yarn.

Every
cticed the art.

All wool blankets were made in quantities

iperior quality. The 1ittle spinning wheel produced the
thread for sewing and weaving linen. Stout "tow-linen" was woven
for shiris and ant} il 2
- ] tiea of toweling and sheeting were made also.
There Are many bsautir: 10ver

7 : ful coverlets of intricate dosign made by the
Mopeser =« an, 1n the aou W
3 unty that have been handed down
‘.naznll-ta,
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Chapter 4--Sec. 3

The early pioneers were essentially self-sustaining, but
the climate was such that the killing frosts early and late made
the working of land a precarious source of subsistence until a
comparatively recent period in the history of our county. AS
ate as 1810, the fact that corn would ripen at Marlin's Bottom
enough to be fit for meal was nearly a year's wonder. Gardens

' i : atches
for onions, cucumbers, parsnips, pumpkins and turnips; p

(]

or buckwheat, corn, beans and potatoes, for many years comprised

-

m
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t of the pioneers farming enterprise in the way of supplementing

<

heir supply of game and fish. The implements used tor cleaning

and cultivating these gardens were of home manutacture and for the

most part rather rudely constructed.

The

e0ple were very frequently molested when at Work by

Indians, On this account the ‘men would carry their guns with

them 2nd have them always within ready reach.
+

LT was scarcely possible to keep a work horse because or

the relding Indiens, so most of the labor Or farming had to be
s » es, "fien horses and oxen could be kept angd used, plows

sares i P 48 IT1rst plows were made éentirely of seasoned
wnrdwsod. W Amprovement was made by attaching an iron pPlate
. g I0oth and pulverize the earth fopr

nien 2, o noe ¢ Lhe harrow wana Supplied by a crabapple tree

R e g od down | eav leces of wood

fesle s ' tri ithe \ ~ he

" el




4 1ike a big A, the teeth being made of soasonsi il ey
pe

frames sha

ory ar white oak.
The first scythes that were used to cut the meadows

were hand-mede by the neighborhood placksmith, end were hammered
out instead of whetted to put them in cutting order.

For handling hay or grain, forks were used made of
pifurcated saplings of maple or dogwood, carefully peeled and
well-seasoned.

When the pioneer came to need more land than mere
petches, he would chop three or four acres of trees and then
a log rolling was in order. By invitation the neighbors
for miles would meet with their teams of horses or oxen and
assist in putting up logheaps for burning. When this was

done, alfeast was enjoyed and all would return home.

It was an essential matter that about everything need-

o

4 tfor use arounnd the home be home-made or at leasi. made sume-
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shere in the immediate neighborhood. The pioneer wives and

(&9

sughters were exceedingly skillfpl with their hands.

Nearly

e

VE

ry housenold that made any pretense of thrift had a loow,
spinning wheels, little and big, a flax breaker, sheep shears, I
wool cards, and everything needed to change wool and rlax into

elothing and blanketa,

alsed on the rarms and were easily sneared ]

ihe wives and daughters would sgour,

0, meave and knit tue lecoasn 1nto ('-]-Othll'h.“.

f ETOWD 1n the flax ]‘Uil?h.
b‘t of Rro ind . hen ri pe,

usually a choioe

the rlax was pulled by hand, spread
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in layers, there it lay upon the ground until dry. After the

riux nad gone through all the processes tne finer fiber was
spun into finer rabrics and the coarse iiber spun into coarse
fabrics. _

The growiug o1 wheat in Pocanontas County in quantities
surficient tor self-support was not thought of in €arLy Liues,
Floughed in with tue buil iongue or shovel piow, vrushed over
by & crad bush or iuorn sapling, and in mauny instances lapur-
iously dug in witu a hoe, it was a precarious crop, owing to _
Ireezing ouw, blight or rust, The harvests were gathered with

8 sickls. The value of one bushel of wheat Was eqQuilvaiouis o

At first the ho;ggvtramping out was the nanner in which

the wheat was threshedqd. #here the Crops were comparatively

large flailing was Superseded by tramping out by horses freshly

shod, In this the half grown boy was much in demang 88 he "~
eould ride one horse 8nd lead another,

bBorses would hul] ouf forty or T'ifty bush

and then the

sramping would be feésumed unti] the grain was all out,
in Beparating the wheat fron the charye the first method
WeS 10 throw shovelruyls Up when the wind was high to blow the
GReIT away, snd thep the whont Was oleaneq by a 00&rse s£evo j
; W
which %ap shakesn UY hang, and the ehinff woula Come to the top
B84 be reked orr gy WBndruls, “his wag improved on the "winnow-
ARg stect™, usually *%ed by two men, while a third would 15 hedk
BRe® sheat fros & RHBLI0OW basi et, 1o Mhake
‘+hally the "wlununzug Sheet»
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gave way to the windmill or wheat fan, when the farmers became so

advanced in oircumstances as to feel able to pay thirty or forty

dollars for one.

The first threshing mechine or "chaff-piler” as it was

called, was introduced about 1839 by Wm. Gibaon of Huntersville.
It wes operated by Jesse Whitmer and John Galford, late of Mill
Point. It was a small affair, simply & threshing cylinder in a box,
propelled by four horses, When in operation the wheat would fly
high end low as if all in fun. An immense sheet was spread on
the ground, and this was enclosed by a wall of strong tent about
eight feet high, on three sides. 4 person with a rake removed
the straw as it came out. He would heve his face pProtected with

heavy cloth, for the wheat grains would sting. After the "chaff

piler” camé:the separator, at first propelled by horses and then

i

later by steam.

#hen 1t came to be possible to raise corn fit to eat in

the limits of our county, its preparation for the table was of

the greatest importance.

8 Bominy block".

One of the earliest contrivances was

This was made from a large block of some hard

wood, hollowed out at one end by burning, The top was large

BUt 4% narrowed down in a funnel shape and held g Peck or more

of gruin. Pounding corn for a family of eight or ten persons
A

WSS &5 81l dey business and halr Of the night on Saturdays,

After pounding, the grain wams run Hirl..'u,.'_h a sieve made of per-

L] ~ o " &
forated deesr's skin, ‘he fine grain was used for

Bl for breed while the sconrs

' SooEed 88 At was for hominy,

" Johnny cagen
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